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FORWARD 
 

 
 
Dear friends and partners, 
 
Since its beginning in 2007, CCIM has partnered with visionary local and international 
organizations to improve the democratic climate of Cambodia. In 2011, we had the privilege of 
working with partners who share the same commitment to democracy as CCIM, making this 
our most successful year yet.  
 
CCIM values the passionate and innovative thinking of our staff. The ability of our staff 
members to build community partnerships and empower individuals sets us apart from other 
Cambodian media entities. Each and every project our staff creates is aimed at improving the 
ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ #ÁÍÂÏÄÉÁÎÓ ÉÎ ÌÉÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ##)-ȭÓ ÍÏÔÔÏȠ ȰÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ ×ÅÌÌ-informed and educated, 
ÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄȢȱ   7Å ÐÒÉÄÅ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÏÎ ÓÔÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
professional media institution which uses innovative multi-media approaches. 
 
##)- ÉÓ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÅÓ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȢ  7Å ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÔÏ ÅØÐÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
media programming of Voice of Democracy (VOD) Radio through Sarika FM, providing the 
public with informative programming and in-depth news coverage of controversial issues 
throughout 14 provinces.  CCIM also initiated numerous projects on issues of freedom of 
expression and rights to democracy, engaging community members in the political process. In 
addition, VOD Radio launched its online site, www.vodhotnews.com, which provides expansive 
news coverage through yet another media platform. 
 
Despite our numerous accomplishments, we continue to face challenges working in a delicate 
political climate. We plan to meet these challenges with hard work and dedication to 
delivering unbiased information to individuals throughout the country. Programs empowering 
community members to engage in the process of democracy and information-sharing are still 
urgently needed. With further funding, CCIM has the potential to continue and expand these 
successful programs and to effectively assist in the democratic development and stability of 
the nation. 
 
We look forward to meeting the challenges ahead as we continue to work with our dedicated 
staff and partners to bring about positive change in Cambodia.  
 
Best, 
 
 
 
 
 
Pa Nguon Teang 
CCIM Executive Director 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 
 
Development in Cambodia has stalled in recent years due to poverty and lack of infrastructure 
resulting from the Khmer Rouge era. Basic rights such as freedom of expression, freedom of 
association, rule of law and media plurality are frequently threatened and sometimes disregarded 
entirely. The Cambodian Center for Independent Media (CCIM) works to overcome these 
disadvantages and to mobilize citizens through unbiased reporting and information sharing. 
 
##)- ÅÎÖÉÓÉÏÎÓ Á #ÁÍÂÏÄÉÁ ×ÉÔÈȟ Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ ×ÅÌÌ-informÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÄȟ ÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄȱȢ 
Its mission is to be an independent and professional media institution providing news and 
information through innovative approaches across multiple media platforms.  In 2011, CCIM 
worked towards these goals through radio broadcasting, online news, print news, and a number 
of projects which engaged citizens and media professionals.  
 
Through Voice of Democracy (VOD), CCIM promoted human rights reporting, good governance, 
and democracy, and provided the means for marginalized people to voice their problems and 
concerns. VOD Radio broadcasts via Sarika FM 106.5 in Phnom Penh and FM 95.5 in Siem Reap, 
with the potential to reach 8.5 million listeners. In the past year, VOD launched its online news site, 
www.vodhotnews.com and VOD Radio produced a total of 5,301 stories and 38 regular radio 
programs.  
 
In addition to these core activities, CCIM led a number of media and community-based projects 
throughout the year. These projects focused on enhancing democracy, promoting freedoms of 
expression and association, and empowering community members to become active governance 
participants.  A number of capacity building trainings were also held in order to educate media 
representatives on how to effectively cover crucial social issues.  
 
In order to sustainably fund these activities, CCIM drastically expanded its self-generated income 
throughout 2011.  Monthly income rose from being 5% of annual self-generate income in January to 
ΣΤϷ ÉÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒȢ /ÖÅÒÁÌÌȟ ##)-ȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÓÅÌÆ-generated income in 2011totaled 44% oÆ ##)-ȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ 
operating budget. This was achieved through airtime rentals, on-air advertising, productions, and 
online advertising.  
 
While implementing these activities and maintaining daily operations, CCIM faced a number of 
challenges. The organization experienced a shortage of core funding donors, as well as a lack of 
professional equipment for effective production and broadcasting. CCIM also faces challenges in 
the future, with little participation from government officials in key discussions, as well as the 
rising costs of operating in a competitive and crowded media market. Despite these obstacles, 
CCIM looks confidently to the future, enthusiastically working to overcome these challenges while 
remaining focused on its primary goals. In 2012, CCIM hopes to strengthen its core activities and 
build on the successes of previous years. It will focus on improving the quality of its radio 
broadcasting, building media networks, and enhancing self-sustainability.  
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BACKGROUND 
 

 

Cambodia Today 
Cambodia's tragic history is well known; its people are still struggling to recover from the 
cataclysmic Khmer Rouge years and the decades of occupation, political uncertainty and 
turmoil that followed. The legacy of these historical factors is manifold: crime and 
impunity flourish, social and economic progress has stalled, and a culture of corruption 
has become normalised. Furthermore, human rights abuses such as land grabbing, 
torture and human trafficking are commonplace. Wealth and political influence are 
centralized in a privileged faction while the vast majority of Cambodians are mired in 
poverty. 
 
Despite recent economic growth, Cambodia remains one of the poorest countries in the 
world, ranking 127th out of 177 countries in the 2011 Human Development Index (HDI). An 
estimated 31% of the population lives beneath the poverty line1 and 18% of the population 
is considered to be food insecure.2  The effects of this poverty are far-reaching and 
devastating for many Cambodians. 
 
The negative impact of the coÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃȢ "ÁÓÉÃ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ 
such as freedom of expression, freedom of association, rule of law and media plurality 
are frequently threatened, and sometimes disregarded entirely. Despite the relatively 
high number of TV, radio and media publications in the country (10, 52 and over 100 
respectively), self-censorship and political bias seriously restricts independent reporting.3 
According to Freedom House, journalists critical of the state remain vulnerable to threats 
or intimidation, and training opportunities for media professionals are scarce.4 
Additionally, the adoption of the new penal code in 2010 potentially limits freedom of 
expression and freedom of the press.5 4ÈÅÓÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÌÉÎËÅÄ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ #ÁÍÂÏÄÉÁȭÓ 
low ranking in the 2010 Index of Press Freedom: 128 out of 178 countries worldwide. 
 

 

History of the Cambodian Center for Independent Media 
CCIM was established in June 2007 and registered with the Ministry of Interior as a non-
governmental organization. CCIM is the legal entity of VOD Radio, which originally began 
airing in January 2003 under the supervision of the Cambodian Center for Human Rights 
(CCHR).  
 
CCIM began operating its own radio station, Sarika FM, in October 2008, bringing 
educational and informative programs to the Cambodian airwaves. At the end of the first 
quarter of 2009, CCIM began operating another radio station in Siem Reap, and by 2009, 
Sarika FM had a combined coverage area of 14 out of 24 provinces and municipalities, 
×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÆ ΪȢΧ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÁÍÂÏÄÉÁȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ ΣΦ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȢ 

                                                                 
1"Cambodia." The World Bank. The World Bank Group, 2011. Web. 14 Jul 2011. 
<http://bbsc.worldbank.org/bbsc/Overview?OV>. 
2 World Food Program 2011, http://www.wfp.org/countries/Cambodia/Overview.   
3 Reporters Without Borders. http://en.rsf.org/cambodia.html 
4 Freedom House. http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=22&year=2010&country=7794 
5 Licadho, The Illusion of Democracy, 2010, p. 56. 
http://www.licadho-cambodia.org/reports/files/148LICADHOIllusionDemocracy2010.pdf 
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ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

##)-ȭÓ 6/$ 2ÁÄÉÏ ÈÁÓ 
become a unique local 
media broadcaster in 

Cambodia and is known 
for quality public-service 
radio programming. It is 
recognized not only for 

its public service 
orientation but also as 
an independent and 

professional 
broadcaster. 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
 

 
CCIM has brought about the cooperation of numerous international NGOs, local NGOs, 
networks companies, and community based organizations in order to effectively build an 
independent media network in Cambodia. 
 
In 2011, CCIM focused on multimedia approaches to production and dissemination by:  
 

× Using VOD as its radio-program production house  

× Operating Sarika FM as the radio broadcasting network  

× Developing www.vodhotnews.com for online production and dissemination  

× Laying groundwork for a TV/video production team.  

 
 

  

 
 
 

 
CCIM Timeline 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Mission and Vision  
 

 
Vision: Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙ "ÏÄÙ 7ÅÌÌ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÁÎÄ %ÄÕÃÁÔÅÄȟ 
%ÖÅÒÙ "ÏÄÙ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄȱ 
 
Mission statement: Promoting democratic 
governance, transparency and freedom of expression 
through unbiased news and other media, while 
providing a voice to disadvantaged groups and aiding 
the development of independent, sustainable and 
professional media institutions 
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Organizational Structure 
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2011 Core Activity Achievements  

 
 

Radio Broadcasting and Production: 
 

With daily operations of Sarika FM 106.5 in Phnom Penh totalling 16.5 hour per day and FM 
95.5 in Siem Reap totalling 12 hours per day, VOD produced two main programs: news 
programs and non-news programs. 

 
News Programs 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
VOD news covered mostly social issues: 3,920 stories in this category 
including land issues, good governance, gender, human rights, 
corruption, health, education, and the Extraordinary Chambers in 
the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC). Other stories covered politics (726), 
environment (315), culture (131), and economic issues (236). 
 

In 2011, VOD Radio news team produced 5,301 news stories, namely: 
Breaking News (2,775); bulletin News (2,499), and News Analysis (54).  

Bulletin 
news  
2,499 

News 
Analysis 

54 

Breaking 
News  
2,757 

News by Numbers 

Economy 236 
Culture 113 

Social Issues 3,920 

Politics 726 

Environment 315 

News by theme 
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Non-news programs: 
 

In 2011, VOD produced a total of 38 non-news radio programs. Eight were daily VOD 
programs, 26 were NGO- cooperative weekly radio programs, and nine company- 
cooperative daily programs.  The format varied from live radio call-ins, roundtable 
discussion, and pre-recorded shows where listeners could find multi-taste programs with 
info-tainment, music, and entertainment.  

 
What the Audience Thinks? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
2011 Radio Production in Numbers 

 
 

Spot 65 

Feature 33 

Voxpop 23 

Forum Recording 9 

Documentary 9 

Drama 7 

Ayay 3 

Chapey 3 

Magazine 3 

Sophea, F, 20 years-old, Phnom Penh, on 
Lovely Nightȡ Ȱ) ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ 
very good. It lets me hear experiences 
and ideas on study, love, life in a family 
and future plans from other callers 
everywhere. I have used those ideas or 
solutions to sometimes help myself and 
ÍÙ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢȱ 

Lovely Night: Love and family problem-
solving, Mon-Fri @ 8:00-10:00 PM 

Ken, M, 17 years-old, Phnom Penh, on ,ÅÔȭÓ 
Goȡ Ȱ) ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÈÏ× ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ 
always teaches, educates and guides 
young people who are not walking on the 
right path to make a change away from 
bad things like drugs. It focuses mainly on 
youth. The presenter always explains, 
encourages and motivates youth who are 
feeling down, especially those with 
ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÔÕÄÙÉÎÇȢȱ 

,ÅÔȭÓ 'Ïȡ 0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ ÇÏÏÄ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓÈÉÐ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 
info-tainment; Mon-Fri @ 9:00-10:00 AM 

Kakada, M, 23 years-old, Kandal, on 
Scholarship Boxȡ Ȱ3ÏÍÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
from the countryside who have just 
finished high school wÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 
afford to live in the city and may not 
know how to improve or continue their 
studies. But when they listen to 
Scholarship Box, they might find a way. 
So this program helps students a lot, 
ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÏÎÅÓȢȱ 

Scholarship Box: Local and international 
scholarship announcements for students. 

Line, F, 19 years-old, Kom Pong Speu, on 
Job Boxȡ Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÆÏÒ 
people who have no job and for those 
×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÊÏÂȢ )Ô ÁÌÓÏ 
helps companies to find a qualified 
person, so it makes it easier for both the 
seeker and recruiter. It promotes 
Cambodian social development by 
providing information about employment, 
so people like me who did not have job 
ÃÁÎ ÆÉÎÄ ÏÎÅȢȱ 

Job Box: Public service program sharing 
employment opportunities with listeners 
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Audience Participations 
 

 

In 2011, CCIM worked to 
mobilize audiences through 
radio programs and project 
activities. CCIM worked with 
53,732 direct participants 
including studio guest 
speakers, callers to radio 
shows, website visitors, and 
community forum attendees. 
This figure excludes the 
107,573 missed calls 
throughout the year.   

 
 

Online News 
 

 
The Khmer version of the VOD website, www.vodhotnews.com, was created in early 
January 2011. Visitors can explore news, features, event analysis, investigative reports, 
special events, job opportunities, radio dramas, and radio programs in both transcript and 
audio formats. Additionally, listeners throughout the world are able to listen to Sarika FM 
106.5 live via streaming radio on the website. In 2011, online news posted 1,973 news 
reports, 90 news analyses, 76 news features, 10 investigative reports, and 9 interviews. The 
website also provided project and activity-related content including 3,250 audio files and 
3,605 transcripts throughout last year. As a result, as the Google analysis shown below, 
14,306 readers have visited the site since February 2011. 
 

  
 

Google Analytics of VOD hotnews.com 

 

Website Visitor 31,808 

Callers 17,880 

Community Forum 
Participations 1,587 

Guest Speakers 2,457 
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Geared toward youth and featuring entertainment-related content, the Sarika FM website, 
www.sarika.fm, was created to share station information along with live streams of the 
shows. Updated entertainment news, including songs and new movie trailers, are also 
featured on the website. In 2011, the Sarika FM website saw 1,908 visitors. 
 
 

 
 

 

Print News 
 

 
CCIM collaborated with two local newspapers who together have published an 
average of three to four VOD news items per issue since June 2011. The Khmer 
Machassrok daily newspaper featured 413 VOD news stories while, Khmer 
4ÈÎÇÁÙÎÉÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ΤΥ ÏÆ 6/$ȭÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓȢ 6/$ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÉÔÓ ÎÅ×Ó ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÏ 
these two newspapers in order to market the organization and increase the impact 
of its news through a different medium. 
 

 
 
 

Google Analytics of Sarika.fm 
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2011 Project Achievements 
 
 
Improving Local Governance via Public Dialogue 
January 2011 ɀ December 2012 
Community Forum & Radio Talk-show (The Asia Foundation)  
 

    
 
4ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÄÉÓÓÅÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
information and dialogue between authorities and community people via community 
forums in 20 communes and weekly radio-calling shows.  
 
Community Voices focuses on 20 communes in 11 provinces (Phnom Penh, Kandal, Pusat, 
Battambong, Kompot, Siem Reap, Kompong Speu, Takeo, Kratie, Prey Veng, Kompong 
Thom) with each episode profiling a particular commune. Officials and community 
members discuss local governance issues such as service delivery, people participation in 
policy making, and development planning. A call-in radio program enables listeners to 
discuss the issues raised in the dialogue of selected communes while a feature report 
analysiÚÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÏÆ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÅÒÓȭ 
recommendations to improve governance.  
 
Over the past 12 months, 10 forums have been conducted in 10 communes. The forums 
hosted 1,187 participants in total, 501 of them women. 38 combined radio programs were 
broadcast featuring 76 guest speakers. Among these speakers were 38 commune 
counsellors, 8 health center representatives, 9 police officers, 7 parliamentarians and 5 NGO 
representatives.  Positive results have already been seen through this project: in Sang Kat 
Sala Kamreuk where registration of births had been scarce, 100% of births have been 
registered since the forum was conducted. 
 

Reduced Accusations of Incitement against Journalists and Media Practitioners 
July ɀ August 2011 
Training Workshop, Media Broadcasting & Online Campaign (ABA) 

 
4ÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȭ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÃÉÔÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÔÏ 
empower media practitioners to voice their concerns over incitement, and to urge legal 
practitioners and relevant government officials to respond to the concerns raised by 
journalists and media practitioners. 
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4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÂÅÇÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á Ô×Ï ÄÁÙ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÏÎ Ȱ%ÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .Å× #ÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ 
#ÏÄÅȭÓ )ÎÃÉÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÎ #ÁÍÂÏÄÉÁÎ *ÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓȱ ÉÎ 3ÉÅÍ 2ÅÁÐȟ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ ΦΡ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
media practitioners from 20 different media institutions. As a result, 22 journalists indicated 
that they understood methods of reporting to avoid accusations of incitement. 
 
During the radio broadcast phase of the project, eight weekly radio talk shows were 
broadcast. These featured 16 guest speakers, including representatives of media 
institutions and local civil society organizations, lawyers, and reporters from print and 
electronic media. Also, two 30-minute radio documentaries each aired 80 times on both 
stations, highlighting the current situation of journalists in Cambodia through case studies. 
The radio team also produced and aired two 60-second spots, which each aired 840 times 
on each station, telling the stories of journalists who have been victims of incitement. All of 
the discussions and concerns were also posted on www.vodhotnews.com. 

 
 
Empowering Journalists and Media to Promote Freedom of Expression  
January ɀ July 2011 
Journalist Training & Radio Talk-show with Documentary (Freedom House)  
 
This project aimed to empower journalists and other media members to voice their 
concerns and to cover sensitive issues such as violations of freedom of expression. It also 
urged government officials to respond to the concerns raised by these actions and to be 
accountable to the public. 
 

 
 
The aÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÂÅÇÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÏÎ Ȱ-ÅÄÉÁ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ 
%ØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟȱ ÉÎ 3ÉÅÍ 2ÅÁÐ 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÅ ÏÎ ΤΨ-28 February, 2011. 40 journalists participated in 
this training and were met by 4 professional guest speakers. After this workshop, a joint 
stÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ #ÁÍÂÏÄÉÁȭÓ 
New Criminal Code and the pressures it puts on journalist with regards to Freedom of 
Expression. Eight media institutions broadcast the joint statement as part of their news.  
This project also featured seven 30-minute radio documentary reports on cases of 
violations of freedom of expression in Cambodia. The reports were produced by CCIM and 
aired through Sarika FM, as were thirty 50-minute weekly radio shows. During these radio 
shows, a combined 171 callers joined the discussions, with an additional 139 missed calls. The 
Secretariat of State from the Ministry of Interior, H.E. Nuth Sa An, participated in the talk 
show program discussing the proposed law on NGOs and associations. 25 guest speakers 
including representatives of NGOs working on freedom of expression, members of media 
institutions and legal experts were invited to join the radio shows.   
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Media Action to Promote Transparency in Government  
October 2010 ɀ July 2011 
Investigative Report (U.S Embassy) 
 

This project mobilised media practitioners, 
journalists and the public to promote 
transparency in the government. 
Throughout the project, eight investigative 
reports on corruption and non-
transparency issues were produced and 
aired by VOD Radio. These issues included 
Boeung Kak Lake land rights, extortion in 
public schools and underage work 
recruitment. All of these reports were also 
covered by various national and 
international news sources. 32 regular radio 
programs were also aired, which featured a 
total of 153 callers and interviews with 4 
government officials. 
 

 
 
 
 
Multi -Media Approach to Promote Democracy Participation of the Public 
July ɀ December 2011 
Off-Air Consultation Forums and Pre-Recorded Documentaries (The Canada Fund) 

 
 This project worked to 
ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȭ ÖÏÉÃÅÓ 
in the run-up to 
commune elections in 
2011. The project team 
held five off-air 
consultation forums 
covering various aspects 
of Cambodian poverty 
including health, 
unemployment and low 
wages, natural disasters, 
debt, and business. All 
forums were held in 

Phnom Penh, with the exception of the natural disasters course which was held 
Ratanakiri province. These half-day forums were aimed at mobilizing 50 activists and 
affected people concerned with each issue. Content of the forums was aired by 
both Sarika FM radio stations, along with sixteen 30-minute radio documentaries 
covering public concerns related to the forum topics. 
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Promoting Public Engagement Using Radio in Awareness 
August ɀ December 2011 
Radio Call-ÉÎ 3ÈÏ× ÁÎÄ 2ÁÄÉÏ 3ÐÏÔ ɉ.ÏÒ×ÅÇÉÁÎ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ,)#!$(/Ɋ 

 
The main objective of this project was to increase public engagement in the role played by 
NGOs in social development through participatory radio broadcasts and a national billboard 
campaign. 
 

 
Radio call-in shows covered key information on the updating of proposed new legislation, 
specifically the Law on Associations and Non-Governmental Organisations (LANGO), and 
provided a round-table forum for discussion between guest speakers from various NGOs 
and government offices.  A 90-second radio spot was used to air public views on the impact 
of the new legislation. In addition to radio coverage, 20 billboard advertisements featured 
10 different messages illustrating the potential effects of the LANGO on informal groups, 
community networks and grassroots NGOs.  Since initiation, the project team has 
completed nine radio call-in shows featuring 16 guest speakers and 31 callers.  

 
 
Enhancing Freedom of Expression on the NGO Law 
December 2011 
Radio Documentaries and Spots (Diakonia) 
 
This project aimed to promote freedom of expression through radio documentaries and 
radio spots regarding the possible impacts of the LANGO.  Two 15-minute radio 
documentaries highlighted the concerns of community groups, including land-rights and 
labour organizations.  The one-minute radio spot featured collective voices of community 
members and was aired on both Sarika FM radio stations, with transcripts posted on the 
VOD website. 
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